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◆ Eleven students and two professors from Colorado College in
our American sister-cty of Colorado Springs, CO will be visiting
Fujiyoshida from 3/8-3/12. Their schedule includes a welcome
reception, a school visit at a local high school, participation in
some high school club activities, pottery-making, a cooking
class, a taiko drumming workshop, a tour of several famous
natural sites in the Fuji Five Lakes Area, a home visit to
experience real Japanese home-cooked meals, and even
some time at Fujikyu Highland. We’re so excited to have been
included in their itinerary and can’t wait to host them!
◆ What was once the Fujiyoshida Museum of Local History is in its
final phase of renovation and will re-open as the new “Fujisan
Museum” on April 1, 2015. Our CIR has worked closely with the
History and Culture Division to provide English guidance in the
new museum. English audio guides will also be available.
◆ The International Affairs Desk is offering a one-month
travel-themed English course in April aimed to focus solely on
conversation and vocabularly one might use while on a
vacation abroad. If this trial round is a success we will
continue to offer short, themed English conversation classes
throughout the year.

Contact us at the International Affairs Desk
(+81) 0555-24-1236
iadfuji@city.fujiyoshida.lg.jp
fujiyoshida_iad
www.facebook.com/iadFUJI

www.city.fujiyoshida.yamanashi.jp/div/english

FUJIYOSHIDA
City
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
Designed and built by Keio University in partnership with Miss
Moe Saito, a member of the 富 士 吉 田 市 地 域 お こ し 協 力 隊
“Fujiyoshida-shi Chiikiokoshi Kyouryokutai” (Fujiyoshida City
Revitalization Team) who began making tourism cards (as
seen below) as a way to draw attention to local stores,
cultural / historical sites, restaurants, etc. The app has taken
these “cards” to a new level by making them virtual,
displaying location details alongside short video clips on an
interactive map. The app is also available in English. We
encourage you to give the app a try and see what treaures
of your own you can find in this charming, historic city.
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FUJIYOSHIDA & THE WORLD

FRIENDS OF FUJIYOSHIDA:

Introducing historic figures who’ve visited our city
Sir Harry Smith Parkes
Dates of birth & death:
Birthplace:
Place of residence:
Occupation:

1828?-1885
Bloxwich, England
Yokohama
Diplomat

During the Edo era, Japan adopted a stringent
isolation policy. However upon the arrival of the
American “Black Ships” to the Bay of Edo in 1853,
Japan was forced to open the country to the world.
Parkes who resided in China at the time acceded as
the second British ambassador to Japan and played
an important role in facilitating direct negotiations with
the Emperor during Japan’s rapid shift to modernity.
In September 1867 Parkes and his wife ascended Mt.
Fuji via the Murayama Trail in Shizuoka Prefecture and
descended the Yoshida Trail to Yamanashi Prefecture
where they stayed at an “Oshi-no-ié” or Pilgrims Inn.
This climb with his wife caused a big wave as it
differed significantly from the classical climbing style
which prohibited female climbers.

ALTCORNER
If you could describe your current life in a color, what color would it be?
Like a dusty light pink. Bright and happy, yet warm, friendly and familiar. I might also just
be subconsciously excited for sakura season.
What do you want to be when you grow up?
The best person I can possibly be!
What made you want to be a teacher? And why in Japan?
I learned about Japan when I was in junior high school and this coincided with my cousin
moving here to teach English. That combined with the beginning of the Japanese
pop-culture explosion in Noth America sparked a strong desire to learn as much as
possible about this awesome place!
Now, being a teacher sort of happened serendipitously. I worked with children for many
years as a photographer. Combine that with a love for getting involved in my community,
and a desire to stretch my creative muscles whenever possible, and you have the makings
of a teacher. I was volunteering as an ESL tutor for an adult literacy organization when the
JET Programme came to my attention, and everything just kind of clicked into place. I
knew it was what I wanted to do!
What is your teaching philosophy?
Be interesting, engaging and interactive for students, JTEs and myself. If I don’t want to be
there, chances are my students definitely don’t want to be there either. I also make a
point of being approachable, friendly, and an active member of the school’s community.
What is the best part about teaching the grade(s) that you teach?
You start to see the students really try to use English in a communicative way... not just
playing with vocabulary and sounds anymore. When a student comes up to you and
starts up a conversation of their own volition, it’s pretty wonderful... and if you’re really
lucky, you make some amazing friends. The students at Yoshida High School love a
challenge, and I feel lucky that I get the chance to give them just that!
What have you gained through your experiences here?
More than I could possibly express thank to friends, colleagues, experiences, and a
refreshed perspective of the world. This is my second home now, and always will be!

・Name:
・Hometown:
・Bloodtype:
・Birthday:
・Zodiac:
・Hobbies:
・School(s):
・Grade(s):

Katherine Vos
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
A+
July 11th
Cancer / Year of the Rat
Photography, Gardening
Skiing, Art
Yoshida High School
1st - 3rd Years
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INNOVATIVE INITIATIVES

The Grand Reopening of the New & Improved

It’s only fitting that a city with such rich history and culture have a state-of-the-art facility to match its contents. Prior to its
official reopening, the International Affairs Desk was allowed special entry to take a peak at the new Fujisan Museum
(formerly the Fujiyoshida Museum of Local History). The new museum brings focus to the ways in which this local
community has been shaped and defined by Mt. Fuji throughout history. Our Coordinator for International Relations had
the privilege of being very hands-on with bringing English guidance options to the new facility which now offers English
displays as well as an English audio guide. We invite you to (re)discover Mt. Fuji at the new Fujisan Museum.

ENGLISH DISPLAYS

ENGLISH AUDIO GUIDANCE

INTERACTIVE MEDIA

NEW EXHIBITS

PROJECTION MAPPING
MUSEUM REOPENS

4.4.2015

Discover Fuji.
Discover Japan.
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BLURBS & BABBLE

FLOWER POWER
Contemporary Hanami
Flower viewing as experienced in contemporary Japan is the highlight of spring,
and is enjoyed by families, couples, coworkers and friends. Crowds gather in
local parks to sit beneath blooming sakura trees on tarps while feasting on
boxed lunches and sipping on spirits. It is a celebration of the coming of spring
and an opportunity to contemplate the simple yet mesmerizingly beautiful
beauty of the ﬂowers and of life itself.

A Hanami How To...

Where to Go - As Fujiyoshidites we have some prime viewing spots right in our backyard

Fujiyoshida Hanami Hotspots!

Nakanochaya

中ノ茶屋

Full bloom late April to early May

Fujisan Museum

富士山ミュージアム

Full bloom dmid to late April

Fujimi Kotoku Park

富士見孝徳公園

Full bloom in 3rd week of April

What to Bring - Coming prepared is perhaps the most important key to having a good time. Scrambling to get
things while out is a drag, not to mention nearly impossible depending on where you post up.
Utensils

Seating

Fluids

Food

Garbage Bags

Tips for Your Viewing Pleasure are Available on the World Wide Web

“How To Hanami” - Japan National Tourism Organization
https://www.jnto.go.jp/eng/indepth/exotic/JapanesQue/1202/sakurahanami.html

“A Beginner’s Guide to Hanami” - Japan-Guide

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2011_how.html **features the Chureito Pagoda

“The Hanami How To’ - Japan Experience

http://www.japan-experience.com/news/agenda/the-hanami-how-to

“Have a Hanami Party in 7 Easy Steps’ - Wander Tokyo
http://wandertokyo.com/have-a-hanami/
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NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
March 21

Shunbun no Hi | 春分の日
Vernal Equinox

April 29

Showa no Hi | 昭和の日
Showa Day

いただきます！

HANAMI BENTO BOXES
learn how to make your own on Cookpad!

“ITADAKIMASU” CUTOUT RECIPE CARDS

★ from our kitchens in Fujiyoshida to yours!

cookpad.com/en/categories/hanami-bento

Recipes originally featured in our Japanese city magazine!

Ingredients
◆
◆
◆
◆

Serves 4

Asari Clams ………… 200 g
Cabbage …………… 150 g
Ginger ………………… 10 g
Sake ………………… 2 tbsp

◆
◆
◆
◆

Water ………………… 600 ml
Chinese soup stock … 1 tbsp
Black Pepper ……… to taste
Oil ……………………… 1 tbsp

Directions
① Chop the cabbage coursely and chop the ginger in slivers

GINGER SOUP with
CLAMS & CABBAGE

② Add oil to a pan and saute your ginger. Once aromatic,
add your cabbage and clams.
③ Add sake to ② and cover until your clams open.
④ Add water and wait for it to heat. Gradually add Chinese
soup stock and simmer.
⑤ Flavor with salt and pepper to taste.

CALORIES
63 kcal

SODIUM
2.1 grams

COOK TIME
15 minutes

